A downward spread in acute parotitis.
Acute parotitis occasionally spreads rapidly down the neck with severe symptoms of swelling and pain. However, the inflammatory course of parotitis with extraglandular spread has seldom been described. On CT images, we have noticed a unique area just below the parotid gland that is surrounded by the platysma muscle and the superficial layer of the deep cervical fascia (DCF). In this case report, we describe the CT imaging features of acute parotitis, focusing on this area.